
 
 

ITCLFOOTBALL.NET 2011 Preview 

 
With the 2011 high school football season just about to kickoff, many ITCL fans are 

salivating with excitement at the prospects of their favorite team.  Everyone is 0-0, undefeated, 
and in first place.  But over the course of the next ten weeks we will see some teams reach their 

highest goals, while some will unfortunately fall short of their expectations.  2011 should 

provide us with some great competition in both tiers, as so many star players have graduated 
from last year, reshaping all the league contenders. 

In the Upper Tier, Crestview lost some star players, but they also return a deep roster of 

talented players who could give them another league crown.  South Range and United also lost 

a large number from their playoff teams, but both have quality coaches that know how to get 
the best out of their squads.  Columbiana looks to return to the top of the league as they are 

the only squad in the Upper Tier returning their starting quarterback, while Mineral Ridge tries 

to overcome heavy graduations.  East Palestine, Springfield, and Lisbon all look to get back to 
the top of the league after a rough 2010 campaign.  The Dogs returns some talented interior 

players, while the Tigers return some the league’s best skill players.  And the Devils bring back 

a legendary coach that has led them to league and even a state championship. 
The Lower Tier is somewhat similar in that just about every team lost key players from 

last year.  McDonald lost almost its entire team, but will rely on the depth of the program to 

carry them.  Western Reserve and Southern both have a nucleus of returning players that 
could give them the push to win a league title.  Sebring looks to continue its turnaround, while 

Lowellville will try to improve on its two years of mediocrity; both facing the season with new 

and energetic coaches.  Wellsville and Leetonia will try to get back to the top of the league as 

they return a number of key players from last year, and Jackson-Milton tries to get its program 
into the thick of the ITCL battle also with a core of returning veterans. 

The following is just a brief preview of all the teams that make up the ITCL with the 

knowledge that all the players and teams are real winners.  Here’s to a fun, safe and exciting 
2011 season!!!  We hope your favorite team comes out on top and makes this a special year to 

remember.  No doubt it will have some memorable games. 



COLUMBIANA CLIPPERS         

2010 Record:  5-5, (3-4 ITCL)  Head Coach:  Bob Spaite 

  
 

 
 
2011 Schedule: 

08/26 @ Monroe Central 

09/02 @ Leetonia 

09/09 H Newton Falls 

09/16 H Lisbon 

09/23 H South Range 

09/30 @ East Palestine 

10/07 H Crestview 

10/14 H United 

10/21 @ Springfield 

10/28 @ Mineral Ridge 

 

 

     The 2010 season started with a very disappointing loss to Monroe Central, 

unfortunately that was an omen to what the Clippers season would be like.  A 

heartbreaking loss at South Range in week 4 and another one in week 9 to 
Mineral Ridge left the Clippers with an uncharacteristic 5-5 record and out of 

the OHSAA playoffs for the first time in six years.  With Austin Barbato as the 

only returning quarterback in the ITCL Upper Tier, the Clips will have one big 

advantage over the rest of the league going into the 2011 season.  However 
Coach Bob Spaite, who enters his 18th season, will need to replace a lot of 

starters from last year.  How quickly coach Spaite can bring new starters up to 

speed on the line and in the backfield will determine how far the Clippers will 

soar in 2011. 
     As mentioned, senior quarterback Austin Barbato (1,088 rushing, 11 TD’s, 

77 of 124 passing, 1,023 yards, 6 TD’s) returns to lead the Clippers offense.  

Other All-ITCL performers include junior C/DL Hayden Sneltzer, junior 

FB/OLB Brandon Hacker, and junior HB/DB Britton Steiginga (315 yards, 4 
TD’s, 12 receptions, and 185 yards).  Some other Clippers with experience are 

(JR) QB/HB/LB Nate Huk, (SR) WR/ILB Steve Slater, (JR) TE/DE Jake 

DeJong, (SR) HB/OLB Chris Hackstead, (SR) OT Levi Dunlap, (SR) OT/DL 

Nick Bacha, (SO) DL Mike Buzzard, and (JR) OG/DL Jarod Hill.  
Unfortunately, the Clippers also lost some talented performers in All-ITCL 

stars OT Matt Douglass, RB/LB Nick Roncone (833 yards, 14 TD’s), WR/CB 

Mardell Halas (16 receptions, 313 yards, 3 TD’s), RB/CB Nick MacMillan, 

and OT/DT Tyler Boykin.  Other graduates include RB/OLB Jeff Davidson 
(injured in 2010), TE/CB Bryan Fay, TE/DT Jake Yoder (injured in 2010), and 

WR/ILB Eric Barto. 

     The Clippers open the 2011 season with a trip to Steubenville again to face 

Monroe Central (8/26) in what will be an attempt to get revenge for an opening 
season loss last year.  From there the Clips will play old rival Leetonia (9/2), 

and host Newton Falls (9/9) in the home opener.  Once league play opens up, 

the Clippers will benefit hosting some of the league favorites with games 

against Lisbon (9/16), South Range (9/23), Crestview (10/7), and United 
(10/14).  They will travel to East Palestine (9/30), Springfield (10/21), and 

Mineral Ridge (10/28).  The Clipper offense was one of the best in the league 

last year; it was the Clippers defense that uncharacteristically gave up 20+ 

points per game average.  If the defense can shore things up while keeping the 
offense churning, this could be a special year at Firestone Park.  Don’t be 

surprised if this Clipper team bounces back from last year and pushes hard for a 

league crown, and a playoff appearance. 



CRESTVIEW REBELS         

2010 Record:  10-1, (7-0 ITCL) OHSAA PLAYOFFS         Head Coach:  Paul Cusick 

 

 
 
2011 Schedule: 

08/26 H St Clairsville 

09/02 H Beaver Local 

09/09 @ East Liverpool 

09/16 H Mineral Ridge 

09/23 H Springfield 

09/30 @ United 

10/07 @ Columbiana 

10/14 H East Palestine 

10/21 @ South Range 

10/28 @ Lisbon 

 

 

 
 

     The end of the 2010 season for the Rebels was one of disappointment as 

the Rebs dropped a heartbreaking 26-20 overtime game to Norwayne in the 
first round of the OHSAA playoffs at home.  But that should not diminish 

the tremendous season that the Rebels put together as they won their third 

consecutive league title.  Now the real test will be if they can continue their 

dominance in the league with the departure of standout performers, and in 
particular, Carter Hill.  If history is any indication, Head Coach Paul 

Cusick, as he enters his 12th season; will reload the Rebel ranks for yet 

another run at the league championship again in ’11.  The names may be 

different this year, but the system allows Coach Cusick to find quality 

players to replace graduating seniors.  Depending on how quickly they gel 

this year will go a long way in how far the Rebels go in this season. 

     Of course the biggest blow to the Rebel roster is the graduation of All-

ITCL QB Carter Hill (1,004 yards rushing, 13 TD’s, and 99 of 153 passing, 
1,548 yards, 18 TD’s).  Add to it HB/OLB Kody Simpson (409 yards 

rushing, 4 TD’s, and 23 receptions, 478 yards, 7 TD’s), OT/DE Steve 

McCall, OT/DT Jeff Sickle, TE/DE Tom Marnejon, RB/ILB Andrew 

Meyer (771 yards, 11 TD’s), C/DT Jeff Bing, SE/CB Bobby Breault (15 
receptions, 210 yards, 1 TD), SE/CB Jake Danks (29 receptions, 357 yards, 

4 TD’s), and SE/CB Brian Orr, and it is easy to see where coach Cusick 

will have some concerns.  However, don’t feel too sorry for the Rebs as 

they return some very talented performers in All-ITCL honorees (SR) 
QB/CB Adam Coppock (430 yards rushing, 2 TD’s, 323 yards receiving, 4 

TD’s), (SR) OT/DE C.J. Collins, (SR) HB/FS Dillon Gorby, (SR) SE/K 

Zack Moore, (SR) OG/DT Derrick Riehl, (SR) RB/OLB Tom Oliver, (SR) 

HB/ILB Craig Lower, and (JR) RB/DB Nick Blower (293 yards, 4 TD’s).  
Add in (SR) OG/DE Tyler Dickey, (SR) TE/OLB Tom Rambo, and (SR) 

SE/OLB Justin Baker, and Cusick will have a great nucleus of players to 

defend its ITCL Upper Tier championship. 

     Despite the big change-over in personnel, the Rebels certainly did not 

cut back on its schedule toughness.  They will open up hosting D4 school 

St. Clairsville (8/26), before playing the Columbiana County big schools in 

hosting D3 Beaver Local (9/2), and traveling to D3 East Liverpool (9/9).  

The Rebels open league play with consecutive home games against Mineral 
Ridge (9/16) and Springfield (9/23), before hitting the road with trips to 

United (9/30), and rival Columbiana (10/7).  Then they host East Palestine 

(10/14), playing at rival South Range (10/21), and wrapping up the regular 

season at Lisbon (10/28).  Although the Rebels did lose so many talented 
players from last year, they have so much deep talent that they will re-load, 

and should be considered a favorite again in the league race with a playoff 

appearance a definite possibility. 



EAST PALESTINE BULLDOGS  

2010 Record:  3-7 (2-5 ITCL)                 Head Coach:  Gary Mattes 

 
 

 
 
2011 Schedule: 

08/26 @ Southern 

09/02 H Wellsville 

09/09 @ Western Reserve 

09/16 @ Springfield 

09/23 @ Mineral Ridge 

09/30 H Columbiana 

10/07 H United 

10/14 @ Crestview 

10/21 H Lisbon 

10/28 H South Range 

 

     The 2010 season brought a lot of changes in Bulldog Country, as the 

Dogs had a large number of new starters in the line-up, and a new coach.  

As a result, the Dogs struggled to a disappointing 3-7 record.  But not all 
was lost in ’10 as the Dogs played a number of underclassmen, and ended 

the season with a 14-7 victory against neighboring rival Springfield in the 

last game of the year.  As coach Gary Mattes enters his second season with 

the Bulldogs, hopefully he can use the momentum of that victory to propel 
the Dogs into a contender in 2011.  One other key will be to develop a 

starting quarterback that can give the Dogs offense some consistency. 

     The quarterback position will be a key as All-ITCL honoree Mike 

Saylers (1,019 yards rushing, 4 TD’s, and 44 of 113 passing, 613 yards, 6 
TD’s) graduated, along with other starters, RB/LB Corey Barnhouse, 

FB/LB Brett Foreman, SE/DB Derek Ross, OT/DT John Green, OG/NG 

Antonio Diaz-Guy, and OT Eric Jones.  However, it is the number of 

returning starters that will have Mattes and Bulldog fans optimistic about 
the 2011 season.  Those players include All-ITCL selections (SR) RB/LB 

Jared Knopp (team leading 112 tackles), (JR) C/DL Drew Weigle, (JR) 

RB/DB Derek Smith (357 yards, 1 TD), and (SR) WR/DB Travis Cope (15 

receptions, 130 yards, 1 TD).  Other experienced players include (SR) 
WR/K/P Jake DiCello (6 receptions, 171 yards, 1 TD), (JR) TE/OLB 

Austin Reiser, (SR) WR/DB Zak Brockman, and (JR) OT/DT Chris Tancer.   

     The schedule for the Bulldogs will be an all-ITCL affair as they will be 

one of two teams in the league that face three Lower Tier schools in the 
non-conference portion of the schedule.  They will open with a trip to 

Southern (8/26), followed by a home game against Wellsville (9/2) and 

another road trip with a travel to Western Reserve (9/9).  The league 

schedule will see the Dogs open on the road with games at arch-rival 
Springfield (9/16), and a trip to Mineral Ridge (9/23).  Then they have 

home games against another rival in Columbiana (9/30), and United (10/7), 

before hitting the road for a tough contest at Crestview (10/14).  The Dogs 

close the 2011 season with two consecutive home games against Lisbon 
(10/21) and South Range (10/28).  The quarterback battle between (JR) 

Noah Beal, and (JR) Jacob Thomas could provide Mattes with a lot of 

question marks, but whoever wins the job will need to develop quickly in 

order to improve from an inconsistent 2010 season offensively for the 

Dogs. 



LISBON BLUE DEVILS              

2010 Record:  1-9 (0-7 ITCL)                 Head Coach:  Jim Tsilimos 

 
 
2011 Schedule: 

08/25 H Leetonia 

09/02 H Southern 

09/09 @ Wellsville 

09/16 @ Columbiana 

09/23 H United 

09/30 @ Springfield 

10/07 H Mineral Ridge 

10/14 @ South Range 

10/21 @ East Palestine 

10/28 H Crestview 

 

 
 

     Coach Jim Tsilimos has returned to the Devils sidelines to try to lead 

them back to the glory years that they enjoyed under his leadership back in 

the 1990’s.  How quickly he can get the Devils playing with more 
consistency will determine how improved they will be in 2011.  Probably 

very few people will expect any great turnaround from Coach Tsilimos in 

his first year back, but he could definitely lay the foundation for future 

Devils teams this year, and build them back up to an ITCL contender in 
future seasons.  One thing he will need to do is find some playmakers on 

offense, as they only scored 69 points total in 2010, or 6.9 a game.  An 

average like that will result in very few wins in the rugged ITCL Upper 

Tier. 
     Adding to the Devils dilemma is the youth of the team as they will lose 

All-ITCL performers OT/DT Michael Harris, and QB/OLB Josh Cook (55 

of 135 passing, 494 yards, 6 TD’s), plus WR/CB Cody Helman, C/DL John 

Rankin, OL/DT John Blackburn, RB/LB Connor Evans, and WR/DB 
Michael Rohm, plus RB/CB Jake Terry and OT/DT Justin Perkins.  On the 

bright side, Tsilimos will have returnees in All-ITCL (SR) RB/ILB Zac 

Barnes (59 carries, 176 yards), plus (SR) WR/FS Drew Sweeney (19 

receptions, 151 yards), (JR) TE/ILB Zak Leko, (SR) WR/DB Brad Cox, 
(SR) OG/DE Evan Cianni, (SR) C/DE John Faloba, (SR) QB/WR/CB/S 

Danny Reese, and (SR) FB/OL/DL Zack Williams.  Although the Devils 

will have 19 lettermen, a number of key positions will see inexperienced 

starters, or players who sat out of football last year.  Included in that group 
is possible new quarterback (SO) Eric Walker, who will need to manage 

games and not be pressured into trying win the games himself. 

     With tradition, the “Spaghetti Bowl” will kick-off the 2011 season with 

the annual game against old rival Leetonia.  The Thursday night game 
(8/25) will be at home, along with the second contest against former TCL 

foe Southern (9/2).  The third contest will be a road trip to another rival in 

Wellsville (9/9).  League play will see the Devils hosting United (9/23), 

Mineral Ridge (10/7), and Crestview (10/28).  They will make road trips to 
take on opponents Columbiana (9/16), Springfield (9/30), South Range 

(10/14), and East Palestine (01/21).  With a young quarterback, and several 

other younger starters, it will be a thin line for error that the Devils will be 

walking in 2011.  They will need to be able to control the games with 
running the ball, short, safe passing game, and a solid defense that doesn’t 

give up the big plays.  If Barnes can have some success rushing the ball, the 

Devils could see some improvement in Coach Tsilimos first year back. 



MINERAL RIDGE RAMS         

2010 Record:  6-4 (5-2 ITCL)                   Head Coach:  Joe Stevens 

 
 
2011 Schedule: 

08/26 @ Campbell Memorial 

09/02 @ LaBrae 

09/09 H McDonald 

09/16 @ Crestview 

09/23 H East Palestine 

09/30 H South Range  

10/07 @ Lisbon 

10/14 H Springfield 

10/21 @ United 

10/28 H Columbiana 

 

 

     2011 was suppose to be the year that the Rams would legitimately 

challenge for the ITCL league championship, unfortunately, along the way 
injury after injury started to pile up for the Rams.  As a result, the Rams 

struggled with consistency, especially on defense, and despite all this they 

still managed to end the year with a 6-4 season and a three-way tie for 

second place in the league race.  They also just missed making the playoffs 
for the second year in a row.  Now as the 2011 season approaches, head 

coach Joe Stevens must find a number of new starters to try to make a 

league run.  Perhaps the only benefit to the large number of injuries is that 

several underclassmen now have some starting experience. 
     Some of those players returning with experience include All-ITCL 

honorees (SR) OL/DL Jacob Chiclowe, and (SR) WR/DB John Thomas 

(202 yards receiving, 2 TD’s).  Also returning are (SR) OL/DL Freddy 

Cross, (SO) QB/LB Jonathan Baker, (JR) RB/LB Casey Porter, (JR) and 
(SR) WR/LB Zack Muir.  Unfortunately, the Rams have lost the services of 

the “Trumbul County Player of the Year” Dan Skiba (144 carries, 1,632 

yards, 27 TD’s, 117 yards receiving, 3 TD’s) who provided the Rams with a 

chance to score on every play, not to mention his defensive presence.  Also 
gone is All-ITCL team members DL Tyler Keeley, TE/LB Ryan Porter 

(227 yards rushing, 6 TD’s), OL/Nate Mohr, RB/LB Mike Keleman (458 

yards rushing, 1 TD), OL/DL Jason Welliver, and OL Robbie Postlethwait.  

When you add in WR/DB Mike Dominic (173 yards receiving, 3 TD’s), 
QB/DB Jesse Garland (30 of 80 passing, 433 yards, 4 TD’s), TE/DL Joe 

Porter, OL/DL Nick Grabosky, OL/DL Jason Welliver, OL/LB Tommy 

Cross, and LB Dylan Digman it is easy to see that coach Stevens has his 

work cut out for him to rebuild the Rams in 2011. 
     The Rams will kick off the 2011 campaign once again with a very stiff 

test at playoff contender Campbell Memorial (8/26).  From there, they play 

at another AAC member in LaBrae (9/2), and close non-conference play 

with the annual grudge match at home against arch-rival McDonald (9/9).  
League play will see the Rams opening at league contender Crestview 

(9/16), before hosting both East Palestine (9/23) and South Range (9/30).  

From there the Rams travel to Lisbon (10/7), host Springfield (10/14), go to 

United (10/21), and finish the year hosting Columbiana (10/28).  Without a 
doubt, the non-conference part of the schedule will be pivotal for the Rams 

if they have hopes of having a winning season.  With so many “new” faces 

in the line-up, it will be critical for those starters to get up to speed quickly 

against three quality opponents.  More importantly, they need to gel quickly 

as the league schedule includes Crestview and South Range early. 



SOUTH RANGE RAIDERS        

2010 Record:  7-4 (5-2 ITCL) OHSAA Playoffs  Head Coach:  Dan Yeagley 

 
2011 Schedule: 

08/27 @ Warren JFK 

09/02 H Campbell Memorial 

09/10 @ Garfield Trinity 

09/16 H United 

09/23 @ Columbiana 

09/30 @ Mineral Ridge 

10/07 H Springfield 

10/14 H Lisbon 

10/21 H Crestview 

10/28 @ East Palestine 

 

 
 

 

 

     The Raiders went back to their old ways in 2010 as they won a few last 
minute contests, capitalizing on opponent mistakes in the fourth quarter.  A 

last second field goal against Columbiana, and a last play of the game 

touchdown pass against Springfield propelled the Raiders to a 7-4 record, 

second place finish in the league and a playoff appearance.  Now head 
coach Dan Yeagley, as he enters his 17th season, hopes that last year has 

righted the Raider ship back to a perennial league contender.  The key 

question for the Raiders in 2011 will be whether they can replace the skill 

position players that have graduated. 
     Those key skill players that have graduated include All-ITCL players 

QB/CB David Buzzacco (62 of 132 passing, 997 yards, 8 TD’s), RB/CB 

Phillip Arsuffi (544 yards rushing, 9 TD’s, 513 yards receiving, 5 TD’s), K 

Ethan Witmer, OT/DT Ron Lodge, FB/DB Floyd Kenney (600 yards 
rushing, 6 TD’s), OG/DL Dylan Hollobaugh, and OG/LB Adam Shuntich.  

Also gone are RB/DB Robert Yankush, RB/LB Nathaniel Simmons, 

WR/DB David Peterson (11 receptions, 136 yards), OT/DL Nick Parks, 

OT/DT Nathan Ruiz, OT/DL Billy Taylor, OT/DL Brennan McKinney, 
HB/DL Nick Handwork, and QB/DB Jake Oliver.  But as is tradition with 

the Raiders, they have quality players to re-load.  Those players include 

All-ITCL performers (SR) TE/DL Dan Good (130 yards receiving, 2 TD’s), 

and (SR) OL/DT Christian Bowden, plus experienced players in (SR) 
HB/DB Alex Dickey, (JR) FB/LB Jon Kenney (injured in 2010), (SR) 

WB/LB Cody Kurtz, (SR) OG/LB Robby Grahovac, (SR) C/DL Adam 

Peterson, (SR) OT/DT David Horn, (SR) OG/DL Alex Snow, (SR) TE/DL 

Cole Hassay, (JR) HB/DB Jake Arsuffi, and (JR) QB/DB Ross Stoffer. 
     The Raiders open the 2011 campaign with a couple rare Saturday night 

contest.  The first is a trip to Warren to face the JFK Eagles (8/27), and then 

in week # 3 they travel to Garfield Trinity (9/10) to take on the Trojans.  

Sandwiched in between is the home opener against playoff contender 
Campbell Memorial (9/2).  League play will see the Raiders hosting United 

(9/16), arch-rival Springfield (10/7), Lisbon (10/14), and the always pivotal 

contest with rival Crestview (10/21).  The Raiders will make the short road 

trip to Columbiana (9/23), plus a trip to Mineral Ridge (9/30), and to East 
Palestine (10/28) to close out the schedule.  The Raiders will once again 

have the potential to push for a league title, provided that Stoffer and the 

rest of the skill position players develop and stay healthy.  The first three 

games will certainly give Raider fans a barometer of how quickly they have 
come along, and if they have, the Raiders have a chance to win the league 

and make a return trip to the playoffs. 



SPRINGFIELD TIGERS              

2010 Record:  3-7 (1-6 ITCL)             Head Coach:  Sean Guerriero 

 
2011 Schedule: 

08/26 @ McDonald 

09/02 H Youngstown Christian 

09/09 H Lowellville 

09/16 H East Palestine 

09/23 @ Crestview 

09/30 H Lisbon 

10/07 @ South Range 

10/14 @ Mineral Ridge 

10/21 H Columbiana 

10/28 @ United 

 
 

 
 

 

 

     Going into the 2010 season, the Tigers were relying on their offensive 

line to run the ball and pave the way for their success.  Unfortunately, 

injuries and inconsistencies caused the Tigers to limp to a very 
disappointing 3-7 record, and only 1-6 in the ITCL, the first losing season 

for the Tigers since 2007.  As head coach Sean Guerriero enters his 5th 

season in New Middletown, he will have to try to re-build those offensive 

and defensive lines, and try to put 2010 as far into their rear view mirror as 
they can. 

     Some of those seniors from last year that have graduated include All-

ITCL performers LB Matt Peterson, SS Ed Centofani, and OG/DT T.J. 

Bobosky.  Also gone are QB/CB Brad Ferraro (76 of 145 passing, 877 
yards, 7 TD’s, 197 yards rushing, 1 TD), WR/OLB Jason Horn, WR/SS 

Rusty Kimble (14 receptions, 190 yards, 1 TD), TE/ILB Jake Johnson, 

C/DT Matt Semach, OT/K/DT Jake Noble, OT/DT Nick Ramsey, OL/LB 

Matt Chopp, OL/DL Ryan Combs, TE/LB Ryan Thompson, RB/DB Kevin 
Bretz, and OG/DL Matt Tentinger.  The returning players with experience 

are led by All-ITCL performer (SR) QB/CB Nick Russell (232 yards 

receiving), and also (SR) WR/LB Tommy Mastran (86 carries, 486 yards, 5 

TD’s), (JR) RB/LB Cody Pitzo (24 carries, 127 yards), (SR) FB/LB John 
Lavender, (SR) WR/FS/CB Joey Ohlin (14 receptions, 188 yards, 1 TD), 

(JR) OG/DL Nick Italino, (JR) RB/LB Lucas Christman, (SR) OL/DL 

Jacob Penk, and (SR) OL/DL Anthony Latessa. 

     The Tigers will try to make it back-to-back wins against an old ICL rival 
in McDonald (8/26) at McDonald to start the 2011 season.  From there they 

will host Youngstown Christian (9/2), and then wrap up non-conference 

play hosting another old ICL rival in Lowellville (9/9).  The start of the 

league schedule is not friendly as they host yet another rival in East 
Palestine (9/16), before they travel to league contender Crestview (9/23).  

They then host Lisbon (9/30), and face one more rival in South Range in 

North Lima (10/7).  The Tigers wrap up league play with games at Mineral 

Ridge (10/14), hosting Columbiana (10/21), in what is always a hard-fought 
contest, and finish with a trip to United (10/30) to end the season.  The 

Tigers running back corps is talented and experienced, the key to the 2011 

season will be if the offensive and defensive lines can develop and stay 

healthy.  They will need to get off to a good start again this year and carry 
that momentum into the heart of the league schedule.  If the Tigers can at 

least capture two victories in the non-conference portion of the schedule, 

they could return back to having a winning season. 



UNITED GOLDEN EAGLES      

2010 Record:  7-4 (5-2 ITCL)  OHSAA Playoffs                 Head Coach:  Mike Ward 

 
2011 Schedule: 

08/26 H Malvern 

09/02 @ Salem 

09/09 H Rootstown 

09/16 @ South Range 

09/23 @ Lisbon 

09/30 H Crestview 

10/07 @ East Palestine 

10/14 @Columbiana 

10/21 H Mineral Ridge 

10/28 H Springfield 

 

 

     The 2010 season was a magical one in Hanoverton.  It was a winning 

season, a second place finish in the league standings, and a first-ever 
playoff appearance for the Eagles.  Now the question will be “can they do it 

again?”  Obviously they can, however, and more importantly, can they do it 

after the graduation of stand-out quarterback Josh McLaughlin, and quite a 

few of his favorite weapons.  As head coach Mike Ward enters his second 
season at United, he will need to find a number of new starters, and develop 

those players quickly in order to reach similar success in 2011. 

     The graduation of McLaughlin (131 of 211 passing, 2,425 yards, 23 

TD’s, 176 rushes, 1,016 yards, 11 TD’s), an ITCL-All Star, along with 
WR/DB Ryan Powell (47 receptions, 1156 yards, 14 TD’s), OG/DL Matt 

Gatchel, OL/DL Tyler Bardo, RB/LB Matt Richards, WR/DB Josh Miller 

(23 receptions, 404 yards, 2 TD’s),  C/LB A.J. Morrow, and RB/LB Travis 

Gray (21 carries, 106 yards, 3 TD’s) leaves big shoes to be filled.  They 
also lose the services of RB/DB Brett Ward (35 carries, 177 yards, 3 TD’s, 

12 receptions, 234 yards, 2 TD’s), WR/DB Nick McManus, OG/DL D.J. 

Harsh, and OT/DL Luke Mattevi.  With so many talented players gone, it 

will be critical for the returners to help lead the newcomers in 2011.  Those 
returnees include:  (SR) RB/DB Taylor McLaughlin, (SR) TE/LB Tyler 

Dunn (21 carries, 141 yards, 1 TD), (SR) RB/DB Tanner Moats, (SR) 

RB/LB Joe Ingledue, (SO) QB/WR/DB Garrett Beech (17 receptions, 428 

yards, 4 TD’s), (SR) OT/DT Tyler Miller, (SR) C/LB Tyler Syx, and (JR) 
QB/LB Justin Harsh. 

     The 2011 Eagles schedule will find them opening at home against 

Malvern (8/26), traveling to neighboring rival Salem (9/2), and hosting PTC 

member Rootstown (9/9) to wrap up non-conference play.  The league 
schedule finds the Eagles playing at South Range (9/16), rival Lisbon 

(9/23), East Palestine (10/7), and Columbiana (10/14).  They will host 

league foes Crestview (9/30), Mineral Ridge (10/21), and Springfield 

(10/28).  With a quarterback battle between Beech and Harsh, both quality 
athletes, the Eagles will once again have some very talented athletes at the 

skill positions.  Lack of experience may be the only question.  However, the 

schedule gives the Eagles an opportunity to have some early success, and 

gain some momentum.  With Coach Ward at the helm, don’t be surprised to 

see the Eagles back into the thick of the league race again in 2011. 



2011 Radio Schedule: 
August 26 – Mineral Ridge @ Campbell Memorial (1390AM WNIO) 7:00pm 

August 26 – Springfield @ McDonald (106.1FM WBBG) 7:00pm 

September 2 – Campbell Memorial @ South Range (1240AM WBBW) 7:00pm 

September 9 – McDonald @ Mineral Ridge (570AM WKBN) 7:00pm 

September 23 – South Range @ Columbiana (1390AM WNIO) 7:00pm 

October 7 – Crestview @ Columbiana (570AM WKBN) 7:00pm 

October 7 – Springfield @ South Range (1240AM WBBW) 7:00pm 

October 14 – Springfield @ Mineral Ridge ((1390AM WNIO) 7:00pm 

October 21 – Crestview @ South Range (1390AM WNIO) 7:00pm 

October 28 – Western Reserve @ McDonald (106.1FM WBBG) 7:00pm 

 

2011 TV Games: 
August 27 – South Range @ Warren JFK (MyYTV 33-2) 10:00pm 

August 27 – Toronto @ Wellsville (WTOV – CH 9) 11:30pm 

 

ITCL Playoff Records (Since the league formed in 2006): 

Columbiana (4 Appearances)  

Crestview (4 Appearances) 

East Palestine (1 Appearance) 

Leetonia (2 Appearances) 

McDonald (5 Appearances) 

Southern (1 Appearance) 

South Range (4 Appearances) 

United (1 Appearance) 

Western Reserve (4 Appearances) 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 



JACKSON-MILTON BLUE JAYS  

2010 Record:  1-9 (1-6 ITCL)                             Head Coach:  Mark Assion 

 
 
2011 Schedule: 

08/26 @ Windham 

09/02 H Rootstown 

09/09 H Grand Valley 

09/16 H Sebring 

09/23 @ Southern 

09/30 @ Leetonia 

10/07 H Lowellville 

10/14 H McDonald 

10/21 @ Western Reserve 

10/28 @ Wellsville 

 

 
 

     The Blue Jays only scored 10 points in their first four games last year, an 

average of 2.5 points per game.  That will not win games.  However, a 13-6 

win over Leetonia seemed to give the Jays a little boost to the offense.  In 
the final 3 contest of the 2010 season, the Jays put 54 points on the 

scoreboard, a more respectable 18 point per game average.  But if Coach 

Mark Assion, who enters his second season, wants his Jays to win in 2011, 

they will need to find consistency, along with working together as a team 
on both sides of the ball.  Fortunately for Assion, there are some key 

players that he can build around this season. 

     Included in those key returnees is All-ITCL performers (SR) RB/LB 

Brennan Morrison (816 yards rushing, 7 TD’s, 42 of 110 passing, 402 
yards), (SR) K/P Josh Kramer, and (SR) OL/DL Dakota Mohan.  Also 

returning are (SR) RB/LB John Gherardi, (SR) WR/DB Cody Vaughn (12 

receptions, 122 yards), (JR) OL/DL Brandon Mitchell, (JR) RB/LB Jacob 

Armstrong, (JR) RB/DB Chuckie Anderson, (SR) OL/DL T.J. McAdams, 
(SR) OL/DL Tom Zlenka, (SO) OL/DL Matt Skrobutt, (SR) OL/LB Jed 

Thorn, and (SR) OL/DL Tyler Huzicka.  On the negative side, the Jays lose 

the services of All-ITCL honoree WR/DB George Chepke, plus RB/DL 

Matt Vickers (130 yards rushing 1 TD), OL/DL Pat Braham, WR/DB Dylan 
Tomaino, OL/LB Justin Kasner, OL/DL Dustin Yaratch, and TE/LB Brian 

Windt.  With a number of the skill position players returning, and a number 

of linemen graduating, it will be a key for coach Assion to get a good corps 

of talented young linemen up to speed quickly in the competitive Lower 
Tier. 

     The Jays open the 2011 season with a road trip to Windham (8/26), 

before they return home for consecutive games against Rootstown (9/2), 

and Grand Valley (9/9).  From there the Jays have perhaps the roughest 
road skid in the league, with games at Southern (9/23), Leetonia (9/30), 

Western Reserve (10/21), and Wellsville (10/28).  For league home games 

the Blue Jays host Sebring (9/16), Lowellville (10/7), and McDonald 

(10/14).  With the rugged road schedule in league, it will be critical for the 
Jays to get off to a fast start to build some early momentum.  And with the 

Jays non-conference schedule, all three games look to be winnable.  But 

again, it will all come down to the offensive and defensive lines for the 

Blue Jays if they are going to soar to the top of the ITCL standings. 



LEETONIA BEARS                  

2010 Record:  2-8 (1-6 ITCL)             Head Coach:  Matt Altomare 
2011 Schedule: 

08/25 @ Lisbon 

09/02 H Columbiana 

09/09 @ Mathews 

09/16 H Western Reserve 

09/23 @ McDonald 

09/30 H Jackson-Milton 

10/07 H Sebring 

10/14 @ Southern 

10/21 @ Wellsville 

10/28 H Lowellville 

 
 

 
 

     For the second consecutive season, the Bears were bitten by the injury 

bug, taking numerous starters out of the line-up or severely hampering 

starters from performing up to the standard that the Bears traditionally play 

at.  As head coach Matt Altomare enters his fifth season, he has the luxury 
of having a large number of players with experience.  The bad news is that a 

couple of his key offensive weapons from last year have graduated.  This 

leaves Altomare with some very serious questions about who will be the 

next go to guy in the offensive attack in 2011. 
     Some of those that have wrapped up their careers at Leetonia include 

All-ITCL players OG/DT Andrew LaVogue, FB/LB Devan Miller (150 

carries, 1,165 yards, 10 TD’s), RB/LB Seth McNally (73 carries, 350 yards, 

4 TD’s), and WB/S T.J. Skaggs.  Also graduated are QB Lance Tullis (who 
missed half of the 2010 season with a broken wrist), WR/CB Jordan Lewis, 

TE/DE Paul Gray, WR/CB Mikey Wrightson, and OG/DT Houston Noblitt.  

Junior QB Ian Sevenich is also not on the team this year.  Fortunately for 

Bear fans and coach Altomare, they will return a good nucleus of returning 
starters including All-ITCL performer (SR) RB/DB R.J. Pacella.  They also 

return (SR) RB/LB Derek Grande, (JR) WB/SS Brandon Dattilio, (SR) 

QB/DB Cody Stokes (injured in 2010), (SR) TE/DE Alex Maltbie, (SR) 

C/DE Mike Thorne, (JR) OG/LB Tom Cruz, (SR) OT/DT Zakk Scoville, 
(SR) OT/DT Nick Nelson, (SR) OT/NG Joe Lankford, (SO) RB/DB Bryce 

Turney, (SO) FB/LB Zack Van Giesen, (SR) OG/DT Cody Yeagley, (JR) 

TE/DE Josh Van Giesen, (SR) WR/DB Brandon Critchley, and (JR) 

WR/DE Zack Renier. 
     The Bears kick-off the 2011 campaign with the annual grudge match at 

Lisbon (8/25) in the “Spaghetti Bowl”.  Things don’t get any easier as they 

open at home against arch-rival Columbiana (9/2), before traveling to 

Mathews (9/9) to finish non-conference play.  Once league play begins the 
Bears jump from the frying pan to into the fire as they host Western 

Reserve (9/16), and travel to McDonald (9/23).  From there they host 

Jackson-Milton (9/30), and Sebring (10/7), before hitting the road for 

games at Southern (10/14), and Wellsville (10/21).  They wrap up the 
season hosting Lowellville (10/28).  Obviously, the Bears don’t get much of 

a chance to warm up as the front half of the schedule is challenging.  It will 

be vital for the offensive and defensive lines to play at their best to allow 

the inexperienced skill players and QB Cody Stokes a chance to get their 
feet under them.  If the Bears can win two of three non-conference games, 

and split those consecutive Blue Devil encounters, look for the Bears to 

challenge for the league, and make a playoff run. 



LOWELLVILLE ROCKETS         

2010 Record:  5-5 (3-4 ITCL)              Head Coach:  Jeff D’Altorio 

 
 

 
2011 Schedule: 

08/26 H Youngstown Christian 

09/02 H Malvern 

09/09 @ Springfield 

09/16 H Wellsville 

09/23 @ Western Reserve 

09/30 H McDonald 

10/07 @ Jackson-Milton 

10/14 @ Sebring 

10/21 H Southern 

10/28 @ Leetonia 

 

 

 

     There were high, high hopes in Lowellville last year, but even before the 
first game was played, the Rockets had begun to lose key players with year-

ending injuries.  And despite all this, the Rockets still managed to finish at 

.500, including a 27-14 win over rival Springfield.  It still wasn’t enough to 

save Coach Mike Palumbo’s job as he was replaced by Howland assistant 
coach Jeff D’Altorio as the new mentor of the Rockets.  As D’Altorio enters 

his first season, he has some key returning players to build on as he tries to 

open up the Rockets offense, while tightening down the defense.  If he can 

replace some of the graduating linemen, and find some skill players that can 
spread the offense out, the Rockets could better that 5-5- record in 2011. 

     Some of those key returning players include All-ITCL performers (SR) 

QB/DB Evan Filip (143 carries, 837 yards, 11 TD’s, 14 of 27 passing, 111 

yards, 2 TD’s), and (SR) QB/RB/DB Randy Pavlicko (17 carries, 128 yards, 
3 TD’s, 2 of 6 passing, 44 yards, 1 TD), plus (SR) OL/DT Nick Sharpe, (SR) 

OT/LB Bryan Schiraldi, (SO) WR/DB Nick Lucente, (SR) OT/DT Paul 

Morales, (SR) OT/DE William Lightner,,(SR) FB/DL Peter Barone, (SR) 

OL/DL Ryan Grow, (SR) OL/DL Travis Williams, (JR) TE/LB Drew 
McLaughlin, and (SO) RB/LB Robert Ciccone.  Unfortunately some talented 

players have graduated in All-ITCL honorees OT/DE John Dutton, OG/LB 

Bryan Seidita, C/LB John Kostelnak, OT/DT Miguel Sanchez, FB/LB Geno 

Tkach (98 carries, 795 yards, 3 TD’s), and TE Jason Gennaro.  Also gone are 
TE/LB Zach Harklerode, RB/DB Tony Schialdone (28 carries, 166 yards, 1 

TD), FB/DB Jason Wellendorf, and OT/DT Pat Macella.  Obviously, with so 

many linemen graduated, the real key to the Rockets season will be 

developing depth and talent up front in order to make the offense go. 
     D’Altorio will not be given an easy road to start his first head coaching 

position as the Rockets open the 2011 season by hosting a very solid 

Youngstown Christian (8/26) squad before hosting a perennial playoff team 

in Malvern (9/2).  They will close out the non-conference portion of the skid 
by jumping across Route 224 to play rival Springfield (9/9).  As league play 

begins, the Rockets will have three tough games by hosting Wellsville 

(9/16), traveling to Western Reserve (9/23), and then hosting McDonald 

(9/30).  The season will conclude with road trips to Jackson-Milton (10/7), 
and Sebring (10/14), then hosting league contender Southern (10/21), before 

closing with a trip to Leetonia (10/28).  No doubt there is a lot of work that 

D’Altorio will have to do if the Rockets are going to be contenders in 2011, 

but with Filip and Pavlicko they do have a couple of playmakers on offense.  
In addition, if Schiraldi can make a full recover from knee surgery he can be 

a dominating force on the defensive side.  It will be vital for the Rockets to 

get off to a fast start if they hope to gain confidence and momentum for those 

early league encounters against the back-to-back “Devil” teams. 



MCDONALD BLUE DEVILS    

2010 Record:  10-3 (7-0 ITCL) Regional Finalist  Head Coach:  Dan Williams 

 
2011 Schedule: 

08/26 H Springfield 

09/02 @ Oberlin 

09/09 @ Mineral Ridge 

09/16 @ Southern 

09/23 H Leetonia 

09/30 @ Lowellville 

10/07 H Wellsville 

10/14 @ Jackson-Milton 

10/21 H Sebring 

10/28 H Western Reserve 

 

 
 

 

     After a 1-2 start to begin the season, people outside the ITCL may have 

given up on the Blue Devils, but the 2010 senior players refused to go away 
quietly.  As the season went on, and Matthias Tayala gained confidence and 

composure at the quarterback position, the Devils slowly became an 

unstoppable force all the way to the Region 21 championship game.  They 

would finish the season with a 10-3 mark, and earn their fourth consecutive 
ITCL Lower Tier title along the way.  Now as coach Dan Williams enters 

his 12th season at his alma mater, he will have to literally replace his entire 

team from last year.  One positive Williams has going for him this year is 

the extra three weeks of practice his underclassmen got during last year’s 
playoff run.  Now it will be interesting to see if the Devils program can re-

load without missing a beat. 

     The Devils lose a plethora of talent from 2010, including All-ITCL and 

NE Inland Defensive Player of the Year Nick Rota (25 carries, 251 yards, 2 
TD’s, 10 receptions, 231 yards, 2 TD’s), plus other All-ITCL performers in 

WR Justin Rota (19 receptions, 453 yards, 5 TD’s), QB Matthias Tayala (74 

carries, 580 yards, 5 TD’s, 45 of 106 passing, 1,052 yards, 11 TD’s) , 

OG/DL Chris Humphreys, RB/DB Zach Tura (49 carries, 552 yards, 13 
TD’s), DL Wil Robison, LB Ken Ross, and TE Jared Reckard.  Also gone 

are WR/DB Mike Helco, WR/P Miles Dunlap, RB/DB Stephen Mohamed, 

FB/LB Ryan Vernell, OL Andrew Claybourne, OL/DL Kraig Durig, and 

OL/DL Destry Sangregorio.  As mentioned the extra practice will be a key 
factor as only All-ITCL honorees (SR) OL/DL Nick Puntel and (SR) 

OL/DL Jimmie Billock, plus (SR) RB/ILB Austin Bucan return as starters.  

Some others with very limited playing time include (JR) RB P.J. Mansky, 

(SR) TE Jeff Walp, (JR) OL Tommy Humphreys, (SR) OG/DL Joe Byle, 
(SR) RB/OLB Zach Dzurinda, (JR) QB/S Christian Rusinowski, (JR) 

RB/LB Stephen Vidman, and (SR) OG Nick Chismark. 

     With so many new starters this year, it will be imperative for the Devils 

to get off to a quick start, and with the 2011 schedule they will see where 
they are in opening at home with old ICL rival Springfield (8/26), before 

traveling to Oberlin (9/2), then wrapping up non-conference at backyard 

arch-rival Mineral Ridge (9/9).  When league play starts the Devils have no 

break with a tough game at Southern (9/16) followed by another one at 
home with Leetonia (9/23).  The Devils will then play at Lowellville (9/30) 

and at Jackson-Milton (10/14), while hosting Wellsville (10/7), and Sebring 

(10/21).  Then they will conclude the season with a possible Lower Tier 

championship game on the line in hosting Western Reserve (10/28).  This 
year will certainly be a litmus test of how far the Blue Devil program has 

advanced to the point of just re-loading its talent if they can capture yet 

another league title.  It might be too much to ask to expect them to repeat 

once again, but no doubt they will be in the running and giving it their best 

shot. 



SEBRING TROJANS                  

2010 Record: 4-6 (2-5 ITCL)              Head Coach:  Scott Springer  
2011 Schedule: 

08/26 @ Rootstown 

09/02 H Southington 

09/09 @ Newbury 

09/16 @ Jackson-Milton 

09/23 H Wellsville 

09/30 H Western Reserve 

10/07 @ Leetonia 

10/14 H Lowellville 

10/21 @ McDonald 

10/28 H Southern 

 

 

 

 
 

     Coach Jay Brophy cautioned people that it would take time before the 

Trojans became a contender, and they may not have been a contender to 
win a league title last year, but they certainly turned a lot of heads.  The 

Trojans had their best year in roughly 25 seasons as they finished with a 

respectable 4-6 record, and possibly could have won two other close 

contests.  Now Brophy has resigned as coach, but the Sebring 
administration kept one of Brophy’s protégés in Scott Springer to continue 

the turnaround in the Sebring program.  And Springer has his work cut out 

for him, as a number of starters have graduating leaving some important 

holes that need to be filled.  Fortunately for Springer, he has one the most 
talented athletes in the ITCL returning in Dakota Wagner.  How well 

Springer can build a solid supporting cast for Wagner may determine the 

fortunes of the Trojans in 2011. 

     Beside (SR) QB/ATH/LB Wagner (13 of 38 passing, 160 yards), the 
other All-ITCL performer is (SR) OG/DT Lee Thomas.  Some other 

experienced players include (SR) QB/WR/DB Corey Baia, (JR) WR/DB 

Josh Hurford, (SR) WR/DB Nick Fodse, (SR) TE/OG/LB Adam Oblisk, 

(JR) OG/DL Todd Roosa, (SR) TE/LB David Vaughn, and (SR) WR/LB 
Jake Arbitter.  Unfortunately, a number of dedicated Trojans have 

graduated in All-ITCL honorees OT/DT Chase Good, WR/DB Seamus 

Johnson, C/DT Billy Skelton, RB/DB Corey Garcia, RB/OLB Aaron 

Oblisk, and RB/MLB Tyler Rinehart.  Also gone are T/C/DL Tyler 
Whitlatch, WR/DB Connan Henderson, OT/C/DL Colton Higgins, and 

OT/DE Austin Butler.  This group was the backbone to the start of turning 

things around in the Trojan program, and now it will be important for the 

returning upperclassmen to try to continue the rebuilding effort at Sebring. 
     The Trojans non-conference schedule looks to give the new starters a 

great chance to get their feet under them before league play starts.  They 

open at Rootstown (8/26), and then host Southington (9/2), before making a 

long trip to Newbury (9/9).  League play will see the Trojans hosting 
Wellsville (9/23), Western Reserve (9/30), Lowellville (10/14), and 

Southern (10/30), while they must travel to Jackson-Milton (9/16), Leetonia 

(10/7), and McDonald (10/21).  The Sebring non-conference opponents had 

a combined 6-26 record last year, and could give them a chance to gather 
some early momentum.  The Trojans also get a break in hosting some tough 

opponents in Western Reserve, Lowellville, and Southern.  Although once 

again the Trojans might not be considered a contender to win the ITCL, 

they have some returning talent and a favorable schedule to possibly get 

them over the .500 mark. 



SOUTHERN INDIANS                

2010 Record:  8-3 (5-2 ITCL) OHSAA Playoffs  Head Coach:  Mike Skrinjar 

 
2011 Schedule: 

08/26 H East Palestine 

09/02 @ Lisbon 

09/09 @ Toronto 

09/16 H McDonald 

09/23 H Jackson-Milton 

09/30 @ Wellsville 

10/07 H Western Reserve 

10/14 H Leetonia 

10/21 @ Lowellville 

10/28 @ Sebring 

 

 
 

 

     Coach Mike Skrinjar came into his first season at Southern focusing on 
the off-season weight training program, and boy did it pay dividends.  The 

Indians weight-room processed the biggest offensive and defensive lines of 

the ITCL in 2010, as they went 8-3 on the season, and made their first 
OHSSA playoff appearance in school history.  The only drawback despite 

the size and strength was a definite lack of team speed when facing the top 

teams in the league.  As the Indians enter the 2011 season, most of those 

linemen have graduated; leaving them a little smaller up front, but perhaps 
that will benefit them in team speed.  They will also benefit from having a 

quarterback, and a feature running back with experience, now it will be 

important that those new faces upfront give them opportunities to make the 

plays that led the Indians to average 30 points per game in 2010. 
   The Indians return ALL-ITCL stars in (SR) OL/LB Kyle Exline, (JR) K/P 

Steve Treadway, (SR) OL/DL Matt Chase, and (SR) RB/LB Zack Puckett 

(606 yards rushing, 6 TD’s), plus experience performers in (JR) QB/DB 

Luke Griffith (6 of 16, 84 yards, 1 TD), (JR) RB/DB J.J. Napierkowski, 
(SR) OL/DL Joe Riggs, and (SR) RB/SS Josh Knox.  Add in Wellsville 

transfer, and All-ITCL performer (SR) FB/LB Marcus Mick, and Skrinjar 

has a good nucleus to work with.  Unfortunately for the Indian coaching 

staff, they do lose many talented ALL-ITCL players in RB/LB Josh 

Melhorn (476 yards rushing, 6 TD’s), RB/WB/DB Michael Hipsley, 

WR/DB Trey Griffith (27 catches, 659 yards, 9 TD’s), OL/DL Bowen Pitts, 

and QB Jake Boyle (49 of 103 passing 857 yards, 14 TD’s).  They also lose 

a number of other key performers in RB/DB Brett Hunt (207 yards, 3 
TD’s), WR/DB Seth Utt, OL/DL Paul Beardshall, OG/DL Jason Miller, 

OL/DL Andrew Beadnell, and WR/DB Eric Baker. 

     The Indians will once again kick off the schedule by facing former TCL 

rival’s in East Palestine (8/26) at home, and then at Lisbon (9/2).  They 
wrap up non-conference play with a road trip to face the Toronto Red 

Knights (9/9).  The league portion of the Indians schedule is very favorable 

as they will host league contenders McDonald (9/16), and Western Reserve 

(10/7).  Plus they have home games with Jackson-Milton (9/23), and 
Leetonia (10/14).  The road trips include contest at arch-rival Wellsville 

(9/30), Lowellville (10/21), and finish the season at Sebring (10/28).  If the 

Indians line-play can jell, they have a chance to have another special season 

in the “Wig-Wam”.  The game against McDonald in the first league contest 
may be a good barometer as to where this team is headed.  A win and watch 

out, a loss and the Indians will still be a team to beat if anyone wants to win 

the ITCL Lower Tier. 



WELLSVILLE TIGERS                

2010 Record:  4-6 (3-4 ITCL)                 Head Coach: Dave Skinner 

 
2011 Schedule: 

08/27 H Toronto 

09/02 @ East Palestine 

09/09 H Lisbon 

09/16 @ Lowellville 

09/23 @ Sebring 

09/30 H Southern 

10/07 @ McDonald 

10/14 @ Western Reserve 

10/21 H Leetonia 

10/28 H Jackson-Milton 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

     It certainly was a streaky season for the Wellsville Tigers in 2010.  After 
a thrilling last second win over rival Toronto to start the season, the Tigers 

would lose six in a row, including a 51-13 thrashing to arch-rival Southern.  

However, much to the credit of Coach Skinner, who enters his 5th season at 

Wellsville, and the players, they would rebound and close the year with 
three consecutive wins to finish with a respectable 4-6 mark.  Now it will be 

interesting to see if Coach Skinner can carry that momentum over into the 

2011 season.  The fact that he will have a number of returning players from 

that late season surge should help the Tigers be prepared for the challenges 
that they will face. 
     Returning to lead the Tigers is All-ITCL selection (JR) OT/LB Rick 

Brightwell.  Plus other experienced players in (SR) QB/DB Jake Reed (38 

of 97 passing, 490 yards, 5 TD’s), (SO) WR/CB Marcus Moxley (97 yards 
rushing, 1 TD, 209 yards receiving, 2 TD’s), (SO) RB/CB Brendon Carr, 

(SO) WR/QB/DE Jordan Sloan (6 of 18 passing, 114 yards, 1 TD), (SR) DT 

Jeff McMahon, (SR) OT/DT Vance Thomas, (SR) OT/DT Nick Dalonzo, 

(SO) C Jarin McIntosh, (SO) K Cavan Lemaster, (JR) RB/LB Matt 
Broughton, (SO) WR/S Dakota Barnes, (SO) WR/DB Jordan Allen, and 

(SO) OG/LB Joe Abdalla.  With so many returning players there is good 

reason for high hopes in the “Ville.  Unfortunately they did lose All-ITCL 

stars RB/LB Chad Elliott (110 carries, 612 yards, 9 TD’s, 11 receptions 125 
yards, 2 TD’s, and 147 passing yards, 1 TD), OG/LB Joe Hall, OT/DT Bob 

Sullivan, and FB/LB Marcus Mick transferring.  Also gone are WR/DE 

Sean Hudson (260 receiving, 2 TD’s), RB/CB Tyler Reed (182 rushing 

yards), and OG/De Tim LaClair.  By year end, Elliott was the team leader 
in practically every statistical category, and obviously the loss of Elliott will 

hurt, but with so many returning cast members from last year the Tigers 

will be one of the most experienced teams in the Lower Tier both this year 

and next. 
     The Tigers will once again kickoff the season against old rival Toronto 

on a Saturday night TV game (8/27).  They then play old TCL rivals with a 

game at East Palestine (9/2), and a home game with Lisbon (9/9).  The 

beginning of league play sees the Tigers on the road at Lowellville (9/16), 
and at Sebring (9/23).  Then they host arch rival Southern (9/30) in the 

annual “Black and Blue Brawl”.  From there they travel to McDonald 

(10/7), and to Western Reserve (10/14), before finishing the season hosting 

Leetonia (10/21), and Jackson-Milton (10/28).  The 2011 Tigers certainly 
have the possibility of being in the league race if they can get a consistent 

four quarters out of the team.  Watch for the Tigers to have a chance at 

getting back above the .500 mark and put some pressure on the league 

contenders. 



WESTERN RESERVE BLUE DEVILS  

2010 Record:  9-2 (6-1) OHSAA Playoffs   Head Coach:  Andy Hake 
2011 Schedule: 

08/25 H Mathews 

09/02 @ Independence 

09/09 H East Palestine 

09/16 @ Leetonia 

09/23 H Lowellville 

09/30 @ Sebring 

10/07 @ Southern 

10/14 H Wellsville 

10/21 H Jackson-Milton 

10/28 @ McDonald 

 
 

 

     Just one yard, or three feet, or 36 inches, that is all that stood between a 

very good season and what could have been a great season at Berlin Center 
in the 2010 season.  The 93-yard drive that ended at the McDonald 1-yard 

line in the first round of the OHSAA playoffs left the Devils both 

disappointed and determined to take care of some unfinished business going 

into the 2011 campaign.  Now as Coach Andy Hake enters his 3rd season at 
Western Reserve, he will certainly have the troops focused on winning the 

ITCL Lower Tier, beating their nemesis in McDonald, and reaching the 

OHSAA playoffs once again.  And with the quality of returning players, 

those goals are within reach. 
     Those players who are gone from last year include All-ITCL members 

WR/DB Riley Sheptock, OL/DL Bruce Hostetter, OL/LB Ed Crump, 

WR/DB John Rosati, OL/LB Dan Hawkins, and RB/LB Ed Newhouse.  

The only other graduate is LB Matt Cain.  With only seven players 
graduating from a 9-2 team, there is good reason to believe that a lot of 

talented players are returning.  Those returning are All-ITCL stars (SR) QB 

Jeff Clegg, (SR) WR/LB Thomas Benyo, (SR) RB/LB Donnie Bolton, (JR) 

OL/DL Mica Marra, (SR) RB/LB Tommy Marlowe, and (SR) OL/DL Tyler 
Powell.  Also returning are experience players in (SR) WR/DB Mitch 

Shahaden, (SO) QB/DB Nick Allison, (JR) WR/DB Tim Cooper, (SO) 

WR/DB Dan Rosati, (JR) OL/LB Adam Badget, (JR) DL Aaron Halls, and 

(JR) OL/DL Bryan Deal.  The only real question the Devils may have this 
year is replacing a few of the graduating linemen, while the skill positions 

will contain some of the most talented players in the ITCL. 

     The 2011 season will open with a special Thursday night game against 

old ICL rival in Mathews (8/25).  Then they travel to the Cleveland area 
with a game against a D5 opponent in the Independence Blue Devils (9/2), 

and come back home to host East Palestine (9/9) to wrap up non-league 

play.  When league play begins the Devils will travel to Leetonia (9/16), 

then host Lowellville (9/23), and then hit the road again as they play at 
Sebring (9/30).  The end of the season will be interesting as they travel to 

Southern (10/7), host Wellsville (10/14) and Jackson-Milton (10/21), and 

close with arch rival McDonald (10/28) in what could be a league 

championship game.  As long as the Devils line play is solid and they avoid 
a rash of injuries, the Devils should be the odds-on favorite to win the ITCL 

Lower tier.  If not, they will certainly be in the running right up to week 

#10.  A return to the playoff is also something that most Devils fans will be 

expecting in this 2011 edition of their team. 


